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Hebrews 3:1 – 19

“Therefore” (verse 1) having summarized the work of Jesus and indicated that He was the perfect high priest, the author goes on to encourage his readers to never forget that Jesus is indeed our High Priest before God. He has not only offered the last sacrifice for sin, He was the last sacrifice. 


Beginning in verse 2, the writer compares Jesus to the Old Testament hero of the Hebrews, Moses. Moses had been a great servant of God, but Jesus’ position was different. He was the Son of God sent to oversee His people and His world. While Jesus did describe Himself as a servant, the writer’s purpose in this passage is to point out to the Hebrew Christians that Jesus’ position as Son transcends Moses’ position as servant. He is also our High Priest at the Father’s throne, our King, Savior, and Lord. He is all of this though for a little while He humbled Himself to be Man (2:9, 14, 17-18). 

Verses 10-11 tell us that the rebellious unbelievers of the Old Testament did not enter the kingdom of God. In verse 12 the author warns his readers to truly believe and not hold an “evil, unbelieving heart” within them. In the case of the original readers this was probably directed at the Hebrew Christians lapsing back into their traditions of having to make themselves worthy of salvation, and rejecting the truth that salvation is a gift of God’s grace.


Today, we sometimes forget that not every member of every church is a Christian. They are in the church because it is good business, a family tradition, Aunt Martha got them into the habit, or they are hoping for a little “fire insurance” when they die. No one knows the heart except God, and it is never offensive to encourage fellow church members to stay strong in their belief, live in the love of Christ, or remain faithful to God. One never knows what difference the words of the gospel may be making in a heart. 

We should not read the author’s words with a fear filled heart, wondering if we are really saved! We cannot accidentally walk away from Christ. We should, however, take these words about the tragedy of unbelief as a reminder to continually cling to our Lord and trust His word and the Holy Spirit to guide us through the temptations we face every day. 
